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such as to guard against recklessness, and limitations on its powers
imposed so as to provide against extravagant and ambitious expendi-
ture. It was also necessary that the Board should be provided with
larger funds, as for a long time it could not hope to meet the interest
on the loan required for carrying out its work from the returns of its
own operations. Bombay was a city in which many imperial interests
were centred, and it was but right and just that the necessary funds
to meeting the deficiency should be contributed from the imperial as
well as the local exchequer, and that an unlimited burden should not
be placed on the ratepayers of the City. While reserving to himself
the right to criticize these and other details, Pherozeshah gave the
second reading a hearty support.
It was not to be, however, a case altogether of mutual congratula-
tions and rejoicings. The non-official members were not going to
abdicate their function of criticism, and there were notices of dozens
of amendments on the agenda paper, dealing with various matters of
detail. Most of these came from Pherozeshah, who bore the brunt of
the fighting, barring occasional onslaughts on the part of Mr. Gocul-
das Parekh, the sturdy champion of the peasantry known as the
"Father of Gujarat," and of Mr. Vijbhucandas Atmaram, a fine type
of the refined but orthodox Hindu. He was, of course, fully equal to
the task, and the greater part of the sittings was occupied in argu-
ments between him on the one side, and Sir Charles Ollivant, the
Advocate-General, and Mr. Walter Hughes, the first Chairman of
the Trust, on the other. The chief fight was over what are known as
the bludgeon clauses, which the serried ranks of the Government
succeeded in retaining substantially as they were. The sturdy ad-
vocacy of the leader of the Opposition was able, however, to carry a
few amendments not altogether to be despised. His efforts received
the unstinted encomiums of friendly and hostile critics alike. As The
Ind&w Spectator wrote, the citizens of Bombay had reason to feel
pirnd of his success in inducing Government to accept numerous
amendments of a substantial character both in the Select Com-
mittee aad at the seeo&d reading, and thus securing for them a much
better Bill than was originally framed.
It was an emergency Bill, and it speaks volumes for the sense of
of the Corporatioa and the non-official members of